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yrs old bound to me by Dr. Willis. While I work, she
plays with Julia and keeps her quiet, she is gay, good
tempered and well behaved, Julia is extremely fond of
her, and she of Julia; and I hope to have some comfort in
her. Since Mrs. S. left me I have totally neglected
rnusick, reading and writing, and altho' I sew all the
morning and evening, yet the interruptions from com-
pany, from family calls, from Julia &c are so frequent,
that I found my work go behind hand, and Mr. Smith
who is always urging me to resume my old employments,
has induced me to get a woman to work whenever it was
necessary. I had to get over my pique to Mrs. Jones and
she is now working for me. I give her I2S. 6d. pr week
and shall get her to do all my large work in the course
of a week or two and shall then have leisure for my little
things. It is so entirely the custom to visit of a morning
here, that if we keep up any intercourse with society, our
mornings are most of them sacrificed. Of an evening
some one or more of the gentlemen of congress are al-
ways here. This, my dear sister, is an unprofitable way
of life; but there is no alternative in this place, between
gay company and parties and perfect solitude. Since my
last letters, we have been at a large and splendid ball at
Mr. Robt Smith's,1 a dining party at Md'm Pichon's, a
card party at Mrs. Gallatins, at Mr. Beekley's,2 and at Mr.
Van Ness's3 and at the city assembly. Mrs. R. Smith's
was by far the most agreeable. Mrs. Merry4 was there

1 Secretary of the Navy, a man of wealth and fashion.

2 John Beckley, of Virginia, Clerk of the House of Representatives, an
active political agent for the Southern Republicans.

3 John Peter Van Ness, of Kinderhook, N. Y., member of Congress in
180 r, lost his seat in 1803 bv accepting the post of Major in the Militia of
the District of Columbia,   lie married Marcia Burns in 1802, and from her
acquired a large fortune.   Latrobe built him a splendid house and he and
his beautiful wife entertained lavishly for many^ears.

4 Wife of Anthony Merry, British "Minister.   She made an international
question of her right to go in to dinner at the White House on the President's
arm.